STALIN AND THE USSR, 1924-41

After Lenin’s death in 1924 there was a struggle for power in
Russia. By 1928 Stalin had emerged as leader and had begun a
dramatic economic transformation of the USSR.

Stalin’s rise to power

There were five possible candidates, all members of the Politburo,
to succeed Lenin: Stalin, Trotsky, Grigori Zinoviev, Leon Kamenev
and Nicolai Bukharin.

- Focus on
- Stalin’s early life and career

{

Stalin was born in 1879, the son of a Georgian bootmaker. His real
name was Joseph Djugashvili. His mother was determined that he

| would do well and worked hard to pay for his education. He worked

- well at school but was expelled from college in 1899 for failing to

' take his exams. He had become interested in the ideas of Karl Marx
and wanted to work for a revolution. He became a member of the

- Bolshevik Party. In the period 1905-8 he took part in over 1000 raids

| to seize money for the Party. Stalin spent much of the period

' 1905-17 either in exile in Siberia or on the run from the authorities
in Russia. He was freed from exile in 1917 and returned to Petrograd

. to become editor of the Bolshevik newspaper, Pravda. He was not as

- well known as Trotsky and Lenin and played little part in the

; November Revolution. In Lenin’s government he was made

Commissar of Nationalities and crushed a rebellion in his own state of

Georgia using great brutality. In 1922 he became General Secretary
of the Communist Party.




Profile on

Profile on

Kamenev

He was an able and modest man
and a close associate of Lenin.
Like Stalin, he was from Georgia
and, like Trotsky, he was Jewish.
He greatly angered Lenin in 1917
by opposing the November
Revolution. After the Revolution
he was made Communist Party
boss in Moscow.

Zinoviev

He was a founder member of the
Bolshevik Party and had worked
closely with Lenin between 1903
and 1917. He was a very effective
public speaker, but was vain and
lacked understanding of the
economy. He also was Jewish and
opposed the November
Revolution. After the Revolution
he became Communist Party boss
in Petrograd and was head of the
Comintern, the organisation
through which Soviet Russia tried
to bring about Communist
revolutions in other countries.

Profile on

Bukharin

Like Lenin he was born into a
middle-class family. His parents
were Moscow schoolteachers.
He first made a name for himself
as a left-wing Bolshevik who
strongly opposed the Treaty of
Brest-Litovsk. He then became a
moderate and one of the
strongest supporters of NEP.

Stalin seemed to have little chance of success. L&Qin had warned
against Stalin in his Testament written in 1923.
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Trotsky had several advantages over Stalin:

He was Lenin’s own choice as successor.
He had a strong personality and was intelligent.
He was popular with the army.

He had played a leading part in the Bolshevik Revolution and the
Civil War.

It was Stalin, however, who was successful.

Why did Stalin succeed?
Stalin had several advantages over Trotsky:

Trotsky was not popular with the Politburo and the old
Bolsheviks because he had not joined the party until 1917,
having been a Menshevik. Kamenev and Zinoviev disliked
Trotsky and disagreed with his political ideas. He also failed to
use his popularity in the army to help his cause.

Trotsky and the other contenders underestimated Stalin because
he appeared dull and hardworking.

As General Secretary Stalin held the key post in the Party. He
appointed officials who supported him and built up a power
base. He soon commanded the support of most Party officials
who owed their position to him.

Stalin successfully presented himself as Lenin’s close follower. For
example, he tricked Trotsky so that he did not attend Lenin’s
funeral. Stalin appeared as the chief mourner. Stalin also used
propaganda to show how close he was to Lenin and to criticise
Trotsky.

Stalin also used clever tactics. He played off one group in the
Party, Zinoviev, Kamenev and Trotsky against Bukharin in the
Politburo.

Finally, Stalin’s ideas for the future proved more popular with the
Party. He promoted ‘Socialism in One Country’. He felt that the
Soviet Union should concentrate
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SouRcE C

A photograph published after Lenin’s death in 1924. It shows Stalin

(on the right) as the chief mourner at his funeral.
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What does Source A tell you about Lenin
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the leadership contest

Ieving success in

Did Stalin succeed in becoming leader only because of the

weakness of Trotsky?
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